Comprising 56 species, Timea Gray, 1867 belongs to the monotypic family Timeidae Gray, 1867, with both family and genus characterized by the presence of (sub)tylostyles as megascleres, and euasters as microscleres. Two new species are described from the coast of Rio de Janeiro state, Timea berlincki sp. nov. and Timea clandestina sp. nov., the first of which also from São Paulo state (southeastern Brazil). Both are compared to other species based on their morphological and skeletal characters. Records of all species of the genus worldwide are tabulated and discussed, and an identification key for Tropical western Atlantic species of Timea is offered.
Introduction
Timea Gray, 1867 belongs in the monotypic family Timeidae Gray, 1867, recently relocated to the new order Tethyida Morrow & Cárdenas, 2015, after a proposal to abandon the polyphyletic Hadromerida Topsent, 1894 (Morrow & Cárdenas, 2015) . The family and genus are characterized by the presence of tylostyles or subtylostyles as megascleres, and euasters as microscleres (Rützler, 2002) .
Timea currently comprises 56 species worldwide (van Soest et al., 2015) , with six species previously recorded from Brazil: Timea authia de Laubenfels, 1930 from São Paulo (de Laubenfels, 1956; Hechtel, 1976) (Boury-Esnault, 1973; Hechtel, op. cit.) . In the present paper two new species, Timea berlincki sp. nov. and Timea clandestina sp. nov., are described from the coast of Rio de Janeiro state, with additional records from São Paulo state for the former species.
